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(ii) 
| 
AN. 
INTRODUCTORY ADVERTISEMENT. 


CCORDING to the Information I have 

received from an Intelligent Friend at Oxford, 
on whoſe Fidelity I can depend, there were Diſſen- 
ters in that City more than an hundred Years ago, 
of the Preſbyterian Denomination; and my Friend 
ſays, that he has heard of the Names of Beech and 
Oldfield, as Miniſters amongſt them. In the Be- 
ginning of the Reign of Groxck the Firſt, Mr. 
W. Roby, a pious and learned Miniſter, was their 
Paſtor, at the Time when their Houſe of public 
Worſhip was demoliſhed (the firſt amongſt ſeveral 
others) by the Rioters of thoſe Days.—By the ge- 
nerous Contribution of Friends at London, and 
elſewhere, and ſome Allowance from Government, 
a new Houſe was built, and opened for public 
Service in the Year 1721; and Mr. Roby preach- 
ed and printed a very good Sermon on the Occa+ 
fion, which I have ſeen.“ This Gentleman died 
in the Year 1734, and a Mr, Sngſball came in his 
Room, but ſoon removed; and was ſucceeded: by 
a Mr. Parks, recommended to them by the late 
Dr. Earle, who continued with them about four 
Years, when he removed to Biceſter in that County; 
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and Mr. Richard Harriſon, recommended by the late 
Dr. Samuel Chandler, exerciſed” the Paſtoral Office 


amongſt them for one Year, and left them in the 


Year 1741. This Gentleman, (who is ſuppoſed to 
be now living at Manchefter was their laſt ſettled 


Paſtor; and they were deſtitute for ſome Time.— 


But in the Year 1743, they had public Preaching 
amongſt them, once a Month ; and the Lord's 
Supper three Times in that Year. From that Time, 
for ten Nears, they had no public Service, and only 
met, a few of them, in a private Houſe, where 
they prayed, and read printed , Sermons, of Dr. 
Owen, and others, —In the Year 1764, they had 
ſome public Service, and received the Lord's Sup- 
per twice; and thus preſerved ſome little Semblance 
of their original Church State. But from that 
Time they had the Lord's Supper no more, till 
their preſent happy Reſtoration; and the Bonds 
of their Church Fellowihip, of Courſe, gradually 
diſſolved. 2 5 

During this Space of fixteen Years, they had 
only occaſſonal public Preaching amongſt them — 
ſome few Times, indeed, for a Year or two (once, 
three or four Years) together, but long and tedi- 
ous Intervals between — Within theſe two or three 
laſt Years they have been more regularly ſerved, 


their Intereſt is in a rifing State, and the Auditory 


reſpectable. 
The Finances of this People, for the Support of 


their Miniſters, were always low, and therefore 
very liberally aſſiſted by the Preſbyterian Fund for 
CASES many 


EF 

many Years ; but not lately—They are ſtill low, and 
greatly need ſome. Aſſiſtance. If there be any Fund, 
Whoſe Directors are ſincerely concerned for the Sup- 
port of the Goſpel as ſuch, and not enſlaved by a nar- 
row minded Attachment to a Party, theſe good Peo- 
ple, who wiſh to ſupport their Minifter decently, 
would be glad of its helping Hand. If 20 Fund un- 
der ſuch Directors exiſts the more the Pity! and, 
therefore, much to be wiſhed, that ſome Gentle- 
men of Fortune, of a true Proteſtant Catholic Spi- 
rit, and Friends to Religion, would inſtitute a 
Fund, for the Aſſiſtance of poor Congregations, 
their Miniſtry, and Places of Worſhip, where 
Cuxlsr, as the all- ſufficient Saviour, and Obedi- 
ence to his Goſpel are faithfully and warmly preach- 
ed; whether of the Eſtabliſhed Church, or the 
Difſenters—This would be glorious indeed! and 
do real Honour to the Chriſtian Profeſſion. —Bux 
to return, 

While this People were thus in Want of theſe 
public Means of Grace by which they were moſt 
edified, no Wonder their Numbers ſhould decreaſe— 
They were but few at moſt Death was continually 
leſſening them, ſo that at the Time of their preſent 
Re-eſtabliſhment, there were only tzvo of the Mem · 
bers of the old Church remaining. Their Num- 
bers are now much encreaſed—Seyeral amongſt 
them, both of the Baptiſt and Pædobaptiſt Denomi- 
nation, appear to have a ſerious Senſe of Religion, ; 
and 10 love the Lord Jesus CuR1sT in Sincerity. And 
dene * defirous of uniting in the Form of a 
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Chriſtiam Church, and to commune together at 
the Lord's Table They very ſeriouſly deliberated 
on the Subject, ſeeking by frequent Prayer amongſt 
themſelves,. the divine Protection and Bleffing : 
— And at length fixed upon Thur/day the 16th of 
November laſt, for ſolemnly and publickly en- 
tering into this Connection. For this Purpoſe 
they requeſted the Rev, Meſſ. Dunscome, of Coat, 
Oxfordſhire, —LaKe of Abingdon, —MiLLER, their 
own preſent worthy Miniſter, — and myſelf, to at- 
tend them at Oxford, and conduct the public Ser- 
vice of the Day. We attended accordingly, and 
there providently met with the Rev. Meſſ. BRowxx, 
of Henley upon Thames, — Gi Es, of Cheynees, Bucks, 
— The ſeveral propoſed Members figned the Inſtru- 
ment of their ſacred Confederation [ſee the Appen- 
dix] before us, the Miniſters preſent as above, who 
all figned it as Witneſſes. The public Service 
then began in Prayer, and was carried on by Pray- 
ers, the Sermon, and finging ſome ſuitable Paſſages 
out of Dr, Wartrs's Pſalms, between the ſeveral 
Parts of the Service. 


The next Lord's Day (Nov. 19) I adminiſtered 
the Lord's Supper to this Church, and thereby 
ſealed their Covenant Engagement, to our mutual 
Satisfaction — Thus the People, fo long ſcattered 
like Sheep without a Shepherd, are gathered and 
united again, with very pleaſing Proſpects of 
F 


May, the Prayers put pp for them he graciouſly 
heard 


( wi ) 

heard! And the Bleſſing of the Almighty reſt upon 
them, and upon the whole Iſrael of G ! 

But here, perhaps, ſome will be ready to fay— 
«© What Need of thus encouraging Diffenters at 
«© Oxrorp, where there are ſo many Churches, and 
«© much Religion and Learnings But there ae Diſc 
ſenters at Oxford, and have been for theſe Hun- 
dred Years — They look upon their Cauſe as the 
Cauſe of religious Turn and LIBERTY — They 
are Proteftant Diſſenters, upon Conſcience—They re- 
ſolve to continue ſo—witneſs their Perſeverance in 
the Face of ſo many and great Diſcouragements— 
What is to be done with them? Encourage them 
to be religious, in their own Way; if they are fin- 
cerely, and peaceably ſo, it is enough. 

In the Right of private Judgment, exerciſed with 
real Tenderneſs of Conſcience in the Fear of Gov, 
there is ſomething truly venerable— It is the natural 
indefeaſible Right of every Man, from the King 
to the Peaſant, and ovcHT to be treated with the 
greateſt Reſpe&t. It is a ſacred Depoſit, for which 
we muſt give an Account to Gop the Fudge of all; 
and cannot be given up, to any Power upon Earth, 
without great Guilt, To the vigorous and deter- 
mined Exerciſe of this Right, we owe the glorious 
Reformation from Popery, and all its attendant 
Bleſſings.— We have gone entirely upon this Prin- 
ciple in this Buſinefs.— We do not mean to ſet up 
this little Society in Oppoſition to any other Proteſ- 
tant Church in particular; nor as a Separation from 
the Church of CnRISsT in general, but as an Addition 
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CS 
to it, connected with it in the Bonds of Chriſtian 
CrHAarITY—A-ſmall hallowed Porch annexed to that 
grand common Temple, which is the Habitation of GoD 
| through the Spirit; where, though the Modes of Faith 
and Horſbip made uſe of, may differ from thoſe 
. uſed in the other Parts of the Building, the Oꝶjeti 
of Worſhip is the ſame, THz OxR Living AND 
TRUE God : And the general Medium the ſame 
the One only Mediator, CarisT Jesus; —depending 
on the ſame gracious Aſſiftance of the One Moſt Hol. v 
SPIRIT; and all with the ſame general Deſign and 
| Intention, (viz.) the promoting of the Intereſt of 
Piety and Virtue, the Glory of Gop, and the 
Happineſs of Mankind. 


Db. TURNER. 


Anrxgpon, Dec. 7, 1780. : 


8 E R X O N, 


Preached at . November 165 1780, 


Col., iii. 14. 


Aud above all theſe Things, put on Charity, which ig 
the Bond of PerfeFneſs. 


S true Religion is deſigned by the great 
Author of it to be. carried into Society, and 
practiſed as a moſt important Part of the Buſineſs 
of it, it is neceſſary that there ſhould be ſome 
common Bond, by which the ſeveral Individuals 
that compoſe any religious Community, might be 
united together, fo as moſt effectually to anſwer 
the great End of their ſocial Connections (viz.) 
The Glory of Gor, and the Happineſs of Man- 
kind — This Bond is CHARITY. | 

An intire Uniformity i in all the Articles of Faith, 
and Modes of Worſhip, is, in the preſent State of 
human Nature, utterly impoſſible. Ever ſince the 
Days of the Apoſtles, this Kind of Uniformity has 
been often attempted, and various Arts and much 
Violence made uſe of to effect it, but always in 
vain; as every Attempt againſt the Grain of com- 
mon N ſuch as this is, muſt * be. 
| 4 


(2) 
But though Mankind cannot unite upon this Prin- 
ciple, they may upon that of CHART, in perfect 
Conſiſtency with every eſſential Truth — They may 
love one another with the ſame Chriſtian Aﬀection, 
though they cannot acquieſe in the ſame religious 
Sentiments. They may wrangle and diſpute, and 
rſecute one another, till they are weary, and 
after all differ in Opinion as widely as ever. — But 
let them pur on CHARITY —and the Buſineſs is 
done. — And as ſeveral of you, my Chriſtian 
Friends, who uſually worſhip Gop in this Place, 
have now entered into a ſolemn Engagement of 
Chriftian Friendſhip and Communion, I thought 
my enlarging a little upon this Subject, might 
make a very proper Part of the Service of this 
happy Day ; — I propoſe to conſider it chiefly as it 
reſpects Religion, though not excluſively of the 
Influence this Principle has upon the Concerns of 
ſocial Life in general. — I would enquire, * 


I. What the A poſtle means here by Cuanry ? 


II. What by evytTTiNG on CHartty ? 


III. Conſider the Motive or Reaſon here gi- 


ven for our putting it on. — It is the Bond of 
Perfection.“ 


This Word (azzm) is often rendered Lovꝝ; and 
ſo might have been here — It denotes the Appro- 
bation, Eſteem, and complacential Delight the 
Mind feels in the Contemplation of ſome amiable 
Object, and the pleaſing Deſires and Affections 
thence ariſing. By the Word Charity, indeed, we 
often mean only Kindneſs to the Poor — But the 
Ferfedaeſ, the Word our Tranſlators uſe is rather an uncooth 
Rendering (of Tide) Perfection is of more eaſy Pronunciation; 
and ſo the ſame Word is rendered, Heb. vi. 1. 

| | Apoſtle 


(+32 
Apoſtle means much more by it. (1 Cor. xiii. 4.) 
more- than Brotherly-kindneſs (2 Pet. i. 7.) more 
than Bozwels of Mercy, Meekneſs, Long-ſuffering, For- 
giveneſi, &c. as appears from the Context — Theſe 
are all comprehended in it, Parts of it, and Ema- 
nations from it, as a common Principle— But here 
in our Text, and in moſt Places in the Scriptures, 
it ſignifies — That divine Affection of the Mind, 
which confiſteth in loving he Lok D our Gop, with 
all our Heart, Strength, Soul, and our Neighbour as 
our ſelves — That Love, which ariſes from the Love of 
Gop ſhed abroad in our Hearts, by the Holy Ghoſt, 
through a true and lively Faith — For the Apoſtle 
tells us (1 John iv. 19) That We love Him, becauſe 
He firft loved us —and I ſay through Faith, becauſe 
Reaſon and Experience tells us— That a guil 
Creature can never love the Gop he has offended, 
but as he believes him merciful and gracious, ſuch 
as he is declared in his Word, through the Great 
Mediator; or in other Words, is perſwaded of that 
great Truth, which the Apoſtle holds up to our 
View, as the Sum of the Goſpel (2 Cor: iv. 19.) 
To cout, that Gop was in CHRIST reconciling the World 
to Himſelf. It is only as we believe ſuch Truths, 
and feel their vital Power upon our Hearts, that we 
know any Thing of this CnARITV our Text ſpeaks 
of— Thus it is an Effect, not of Nature, but of 
Grace, It ſhews itſelf— Torvards Gop — In the 
higheſt Eſteem and Veneration for all His adorable 
Perfections; His Son, Spirit, Word, &c. — In 
earneſt Deſires after a clearer Knowledge of Him — 
Likeneſs to Him, and the more abundant Enjoy- 
ment of His Favour, as better than Life — In a 
patient Submiſſion to His chaſtening Hand, a cheer- 
ful Confidence in His paternal Care; a cleaving to 


Him 
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Him with complacential Delight, as the Supreme 
Good, and a warm Zeal for H Is GLoxy.—To- 
wards our Neighbour, this gracious Principle will 
ſhew itſelf — In a peculiar Affection for all that 
bear the moral Likeneſs of Gop, or appear to be 
His true Children, however they may differ from 
us in their religious Sentiments,— For pure CHARITY 
wears not the Badge of any particular Party.— le 
thews itſelf alſo, inaReadineſs to relieve the Miſeries 
of the Afflicted; in bearing with the Infirmities and 
Follies of thoſe about us; forgiving thoſe who injure 
us; praying for. thoſe who deſpitefully uſe us; in 
prompting us to do the greateſt Good we can to 
all Mankind, and in reſtraining. us from doing the 
leaſt Hurt to any, even qur Enemies, and thus 
promoting the Peace and Happineſs of Society. 
This is the CHART the Apoſtle means. What a 
blefſed and delightful Principle! What an happy 
World would this be, were it univerſally prevalent ! 
We ſhould then hear no more of hoſtile Fleets and 
Armies, and the horrid Devaſtations and Miſeries 
of War; no more of domeſtic Feuds and Animo- 
fities, nor of that Hatred and Revenge, Fraud and 
Oppreſhon, that now, .ſo continually diſturb the 
good Order and Felicity of the World. 

. Hence it appears that true Chriſtian Charity is 
infinitely more than mere Good-nature or that Benevo- 
lexce for which many Heathens are ſo juſtly cele- 
brated: It ſprings from an higher Source, has nobler 
and more extenſive Views, and brings richer and 
more abundant Bleſſings in its Train. It is indeed, 
the Sum of all Religion—CHRISTIANITY IN Err 


ro. — The Spirit of it condenſed i in one Word 


co E! * 
It, When 
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II. What is implied ix yuTTING on CHART — 

The Phraſe is ſupplied very properly from Verſe 
12th, where the Apoſtle begins his Detail of thoſe 
Graces and Virtues He recommends to us—And 
he doubtleſs means by it—That We ſhould, be 
Terioufly concerned to poſſeſs this heavenly Principle 
in its full Power—Unweariedly endeavour to cheriſh 
and improve it to the beſt Purpoſes ; — Carry it 
always about with us, as the conſtant Dreſs, 
Habit of the Mind— Appear in it every where, in 
our Families, our little Circles of friendly Viſits, 
our ſocial Intercourſes of Bufineſs and Amuſement 
in the World, but above all in Tae Caxvrcy of 
Gop—Pur it on as our Armour of Defence againſt 
the evil Spitit of Contention, Wrath, Bigotry, Su- 
perſtition, and all the Enemies of Religion and 
Peace - In a Word, that We ſhould be ſo ſolicitous 
to ſhine in this Grace above all others, that it ſhould 
form and govern our Tempers, mark our Conduct, 
and give a viſible Diſtinction and Superiority to our 
Characters, ſo that all who obſerve us may fee, that 
we are, indeed, the genuine Diſciples of that moſt 
—— Exemplar of Divine Churiy, ESUS = 

Son of Goo. 

To ſome it might be more agreeable, perhaps; 
even in the ſerious Buſineſs of Religion, to put on 
Airs of Infallibility, and Self-Conceit; indul 
their Spleen and Ill-Temper, to diſtinguiſh them - 
ſelves by a violent Zeal about their own Party-Pe- 
culiatities, and to abuſe thoſe” who differ from 
them; and call it a Z RAL Fox Gop— This was too 
much the Caſe with the Corinthians, which led the 
Apoſtle to ſay ſo much about Cyarrty in this 
Epiſtle. Dangerous Miſtake this ! — True Zeal. far 
Gop1 is tempered with Divine Love, and acts wude | 

its 
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its Controul ; and is, therefore, though firm, re- 
ſolute, active; yet mild, gentle, and ready to hear 
the Voice of Reaſon and the Word of Gop; and 
therefore teaches us to oppoſe, even Infidels them- 
ſelves, in the Spirit of Meekneſs. 

III. We are to confider the Reaſon or Motive 
here given for this putting on f CHarITY—lIt is 
THE Bond or PERFECTION. This ſuggeſts to us 
the Ideas of Unity, Strength, and Excellency Firſt, 
Unity, Sin has introduced into the World the 
moſt dreadful Separations—It divides the Soul of 
Man from its Gop—It creates all Manner of Diſ- 
cord and Confuſion between Man and Man—and 
ſets the Individual at Variance with himſelf. The 

Goſpel of Cuatsr,, the true Spirit of which is 
' Lovs, is intended to remedy theſe: Evils; and in 
Proportion to, its governing Power-in the Heart, 
actually does ſo, and unites the Soul again to its 
+ Gon. Every Grace has this Tendency, but bis 
moſt of all. Divines talk of Faith, as the Bond of 
this Union; but tis ſo only as it works by Love. We 
muſt, indeed, firſt beheve the Doctrine of gracious 
Salvation by Ixsus CHRIST, before we can love the 
great Author of it, as was hinted above; but, 
until our Hearts feel that divine Affection, they do 
not unite with the divine Nature and reſt in it with 
complacential Delight, whatever we believe con- 
cerning it. It is Love, therefore, and not Faith 
that is the immediate Bond of this bleſſed Union 
It is his that overcomes our inbred Enmity to God, 
and leads us to cleave to Him with full Purpoſe of 
Heart. The Apoſtle has put this Matter beyond all 
Doubt (1 John iv. 16.) where he ſays —Gop 18 
Love — He. that DWELLETH n Love, dwelleth in 
God and God in Him. | 


It 
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It was the Loves of the eternal Farutr, that 
led Him (if I may fo ſpeak) to unite His divine 
Nature with ours, in the Perſon of His Sox. It 
was the Lovz of that Sox, that led Him to die 
upon a Croſs to take away our Sins— On that Croſs 
Juſtice and Mercy meet and embrace each .other, 
and unite ia our Salvation Through the Lovx of 
the DIVINE SPIRIT, the Grace thus manifeſted is 
vitally impreſſed upon our Hearts, and we are 
reconciled to Goo - Thus this divine Love appears 
to be the Band of Union: with Gop z and affords a 
very powerful Reaſon for our putting it ou. 

But, this Principle, not only unites us to Gon, 
but to oxe. another. From the Depravity of our 
Nature, the Darkneſs of the preſent State, and 
the different Capacities and Taſtes of Mankind, 
there muſt ariſe a Diverſity of Opinions, even in 
the great Doctrines of Religion itſelf ; and hence, 
for Want of the Prevalence of this Grace in their 
Hearts, too many, of the moſt zealous Pretenders 
to it, have either ſeparated themſelves from one 
another, with the moſt inveterate Hatred; or fallen 
upon one another with all the deſtructive Rage and 
Cruelty of Perſecution, to the great Reproach of 
the Chriſtian Name, and even of Humanity. But, 
wherever divine CHARITY gains the Aſcendency, 
this Spirit of Enmity and Maleyolence is ſubdued; 
the ſavage Nature is humanized, and the perſecuting 
Bigot becomes a Brother loving and beloved. . This 
was. the Caſe with the great Apoſtle of the Gentiles; 
and this the Caſe with many-others, who, fill the 
| Kindneſs and Love of. GoD, and our Saviour appeared 
to them, lived in Malice, hateful, and hating one an- 
other; but then, in the endearing Bonds of n 


TONY (Tit. iii, 3.) 
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And, tho' the good Man cannot cordially unite 
with the Wicked, or ſuch as are Strangers to the 
Grace of Gop in CHRIST Jesvs; yet, his Heart 
will feel a warm and generous Concern for their 
Happineſs: long to ſee them Partakers of-the ſame 
Mercy with himſelf — will cultivate, if poſſible, a 
benevolent Diſpoſition among them, and where he 
cannot conquer, will endeavour to reſtrain the Spirit 
of Enmity, and bind them to himſelf and one ano- 
ther, if not in the Bonds of Chriſtian Friendſhip, 
yet in thoſe of Unity and Peace; and if 8 
patient, perſevering in theſe Endeavours, will, 
nerally, more or leſs ſucceed. - Ina Word, there is 
fuch a uniting Power in true Chriſtian Charity, 
that wherever it reigns,” the Spirit of Diſcord, yea, 
even Bipotry and Superflition,- the two greateſt and 
moſt fruitful Sources of Diflention and Wrath, 
and the two worſt Enemies to the Goſpel, and the 
Peace of the World, that ever Hell itſelf produced, 
fly before it, and Mankind learn 10 love one another. 
Again, this Grace alſo unites the Individual to 
_ Himssryr. While Mankind are under the Power 
of the turbulent and unruly Paſſions of their fallen 
Nature, they are at Enmity with themſelves ; and 
feel a Kind of Civil War in their own Boſoms : 
Conſcience and Appetite perpetually oppoſing and vex- 
ing each other The one urging to the Duties of 
Piety and Righteouſneſs, and the other to ſinful 
Gratifications. Appetit? too often prevails, and 
Conſcience reproves, condemns, .torments. — Thus, 
as the Prophet expreſſes it, there is no Peace to the 
Wicked; no, not even in his own Breaſt—none but 
_ 2 falſe, deluſive, deſtructive Peace, liable every 
Moment to be broken by renewed: Hoſtilities againſt 
God and Conſcience, But when once this Love of 
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Gov'in Canisr is ſhed abroad in the Sinnet's Heart, 
and reigns there, the Conſcience and the Paſſions, ahi. 
all the Powers of Nature vnttz in the Cauſe of 
Religion and Virtue—what Conſcience dictates the 
whole Heart approves—approves even its Rebukes, 
and rejoices in the Exereiſe of its ſovereign Power 
Seven the Members of the Body, are no more the 
miſerable Inſtruments of Unrighteou/aeſs unto Sin 
but of Riphteouſueſs' unto Gop The Conſcience, 
Will, Affections, Soul, Body, all prevailingly har= 
monize in the ſame Views, aim at the ſame Ends, 
and centre in the ſame Point of Happineſs; and the 
Peace of Gov, which paſſeth all (vw Penn poſ- 
ue the whole Man. 
It is true, the beſt of OW have Sin; in ſome 
| Degree,” Mill dwelling in them; which often 
breaks the Peace of their Minds, and they have 
many a painful Struggle with the hateful Power — 
but the Struggle here is not properly between Con- 
ſcience and the Affections— but between the two dif- 
ferent Principles of Sin and Holineſs,” which affect 
them both; for the true Chriſtian loves his Gop, 
and his Duty, with his wwoLe' Heart and Soul; 
and the more he improves in this Grace, and lives 
under its Power, the greater Progreſs will he make 
in the Mortification of his Corruptions, and be ſo 
much the more one tbiih himſelf. If then we wiſh 
for this happy Union with God, and one another, 
and with nen _ us put on Cnanrry, 


Seto ay, This us of Charity, not only unites, 
but gives STRENGTH, and Stabifity to this Union. 
It particularly ſtrengthens all the other Graces and 
Virtues of the Chriſtian Life gives peculiar Ef- 
<acy to their Operations, and. invigorates the whole 
11 B Syſtem 
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Syſtem of Religion in the Heart, in Proportion td 
its Prevalence —even Faith and Hope would be 
faint and languid without it: — But inſpired with 
the mighty Power of diuine Love, the moſt hard 
and difficult Duties besome caſy; the greateſt Trials 
ſupportable; the heavieſt Burdens light It warms 
| Defire, nerves Endeavour, nouriſhes Patience, and 
is. indeed the very Marrow wich Which every Joint 
gf the new Man in Chriſt is continually /upplied, and 
grows up. into bim, till it arrives at its Fulnefg oa 
Perfection in the heavenly Word. 

This divine Principle is alſo the moſt effocbual 
STRENGTH of all Societies of Men, whether of fin- 
gle private Families, or of. mort public affociated 
Bodies, or of whole Nationsg—-Were this always 
the ruling. Principle amongſt them, their internal 
Union and Peace would be ſolid and lafting. This 
would be the Cafe particularly with all Reir6200s 
YoenTIEs— Where this: Grace is properly culti- 
vated, they become indeed as *Mount Zion, that can 
never be moved, © But without vine Lovs,' all the 
moſt ſolemn and beſt concerted: Forms of Union, 

and the moſt reſolute Endeavour to maintain them, 
wall avail vothing - The evil Spirit of Diſcord will 
creep in; the Buſy- bodies in Religion, the Whiſ- 
perers, the Tale-hearers, [ &0. wich their Jealou- 
ies and Surmiſes, blow up the Fire of Contention 
a Shyneſß and , Indiflerence takes Place amongft 
its Members they ſeparate one from another 
grow angry — mutual Reproaches and Revilings 
widen the Breach,: — They even hate and perſe- 
cute one onother their Connections are intirely 
diſſolved, and the Society is no more Would to 
Gop, there were no Inſtances within; our. Know- 
ledge, to confirm Wm | 
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In ſhort,” Cnaktrv is the grand Prefervative of all 
religious Truth and Liberty;;; the Peace of the 
World, and the Tranquility of every pious. and 
virtuous Mind. And 'tis a Bond of everlaſting Dau- 
ration, ſo that when opnee effectually formed, and 
properly cultivated, it can never be broken—No, 
not Ay Prineipalitirs, nur Potmers: Things preſent, nar 
Things 10 come; Life. nor Death: For by the Power 
of divine. Lovx, we lay hold on God, and are uni- 
died o h OynxieoTENCE : — Hence the Apoſtle al- 
ſures us, that CAR V never, faileth ; (1 Cor. Xill. 
8. Our preſent imperfect Knowledge, Gifts, Prophecies, 
Tongues, and even Faith and Hope, muſt all fail, but 
Chairty alides, and will live and ſhine 7 when 
e more 4 l. 2 U 4144 


— a e Band of Nie 
us the Idea alſo of the HIGHEST Won ru and EXCEL- 
LENOE, It means, that Love is fuperior to all the 
other Graces— u GREATEST. OF THESE is Cha- 
RITY (1 Con. Xxill, 13.) — It gives them their 
real Value and Importance ; ; without it they would 
be nothing but an empty Name, and even degene« 
rate into Vices— Faith, be only a bold preſump- 
tuous Confidence 3 Hope, an idle delufive Expecta- 
tion; Zeal, though it led us to the Stake of Mar- 
tyrdom, nathing better than religious Madneſs : — 
Bur its s being ; Called the Boxnp or PERFECTION — 
ſeems particularly to refer us to the Chriftian Cha- 
rafter, and Happineſs. It ſhews us, | 
: Fr, That divine Lovz, moſt of all TE and 
is neceflary to complete, the Chriſtian Character, and 
_ give it real Weight and Dignity in the Sight both | 

of God and Man. In the Sight of God it is of 
The greateſt Price and Eftimation, becauſe herein 
we moſt reſemble him. For Gov 1s Love — Faith, 


B 2 Hope, 
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3 Repentance, are peculiar to #s, and adapted to 
the Exigencies of Human'Nature—There is no- 
thing Goplixt in them: But Love is the Bright- 
neſs of his own bleſſed Image; the ſtrongeſt and 
moſt ſtriking Expreſſion of it in our Hearts. His 
'0zpn Love, is the moſt illuſtrious of all His adore- 
able Perfections, in which they all meet, and blend 
their amazing Glories ; and therefore, the Perfec- 
tion of the divine Character itſelf; it muſt then 

ſurely be ſo of ours in His Eye— For the Man 
that pofſeſſeth moſt of this heavenly Principle, is 
moſt like Gop, and comes neareſt to am er 
of all Excellency. 
The moſt perfect Character in our Maus 3 19 
that of the Man CHRIST Jesus. Het excelled in 
every Thing — In Faith, and Hope, and Patience; 
in every Grace, in every Virtue that could adorn 
an intelligent Spirit cloathed in Fleſh: But that 
which moſt of all diſtinguiſhed him, was Love. 
This glorious Principle poſſeſſed his whole Soul— 
He ſpent all his Time, Thoughts, Strength of 
Body and Mind, in the Exerciſes of it; and cloſed 
the Whole, by the maſt affecting Expreffion of it, 
that the World ever ſaw, by dying upon a Croſs, as a 
Propitiation for our Sins—Hence the Love or CHRIST 
is ſpoken of in the Goſpel, as the Wonder of Men 
and Angels, and the Matter of their moſt delight- 
ful Songs in the heavenly World. 

The Apoſtles of Chriſt, were, next to 5 that divine 
Maſter in Perfection of Character, the Excellent of 
the Earth; —But the Apoſtle John was the moſt ex- 
cellent of them all, and is marked out to us, as the 
_ Diſciple whom Juzos loved. And why fo? —Be- 
cauſe He more than all the reſt; poſſeſſed this Spi- 
rit of Divine BEXBVoIENGE. They have faid a 


great 
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great many excellent Things on-this Subject, but 
none of them dwell upon it with ſo much Pleaſure, 

and drink into the Spirit of it with ſuch lively Taſte 
and Senfibility, as this excellent Man — His Writ- 
ings abound. with Evidences of his experimental 
Acquaintance with its Power. And. the older he 
grew (and he lived to a great Age) the fuller He 
was of it — ſo that when, through the great Weak- 
neſs of declining Nature, He was carried into the 
public Aſſembly, and could fay ſcarcely any Thing 
elſe, He would ſay — My: dear Children. love one 
another? 

The moſt wicked and deteſtable of all the Crea- 
tures of Gop, is that wretched Being, who, the 
' Apoſtle ſays, was a Murderer from the Beginning — 
full of all Malice and Hatred to Gop and Man, 
the extremeſt Reverſe of the Divine Likeneſs ; and 
all becauſe intirely deftitute of the leaft Spark of 
DIVINE Love. And the greater Strangers any of 
us are to this bleſſed Principle, the more we are 
like this moſt vile and wan; | Creature. Hor- 
rid Thought! 

And as this Grace of CRARITT is fo amiable in 
the Sight of Gop, ſo alſo in that of all good Men. 
There is nothing in human Nature that ſtrikes their 
Minds ſo agreeably, and excites in them ſuch 
pleaſing Admiration, as the Emanations of this hea- 
venly Principle—The Man that moſt abounds in 
it, ſtands higheſt in their Regards For ſuch a One 
ſome of them would even dare to die. Vea the very 
Men of this World, in Spite of all their Averfion to 
Religion, often feel in their Hearts a ſecret Eſteem 
for ſuch a Man, and venerate his Character. 

Secondly, It is this Divine Love that completes the 
true Chriſtian's Happineſs. Other Graces ſerve: to be- 
gin it — Faith diſcovers to Him many delightful 

B 3 Things, 
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7 hings, not otherwiſe ſeen, and that are eterna Hope 
anticipates the Enjoyment; but tis Love chat brings 
the Matter home to the Heart, and enables Him to 
enter into the Spirit and Sweetneſs of it. It is in 
the Exereiſe of this Principle, that we comprehend 
with all Saints what art the Lengths, and Breadths, 
and Depths, and Heights of the Divine Grace, and 
now” the Love of Chrift tbat paſſeth Knowledge — 
The Apoſtle has fully expreſſed my Meaning where 
He fays— He that develleth in Love, droelletb it God, 
and Gop in Him — Dwelling in Gop means; our 
clear Knowledge af His Perfections and Grace — 
the keeping our Eye conſtantly on His Glory, as 
the End of all we do—a ſteady Confidence in His 
Power and Goodneſs, Truth and Faithfulnefs— 
and the taking our higheſt Delight and Satisfaction 
in Him, as the ſupreme Good, and our everlaſting 
Portion in Chriſt —Gop's dwelling in 10.—implies, 
the Preſence of His gracious Spirit in our Hearts 
The moſt rational Aſſurances of His paternal Care 
over us, and complacential Delight in'us, as par- 
doned and accepted in His Son— His moral Like- 
neſs impreſſed in indehble Characters on our Souls 
And all as the Pledges and Foretaſtes of our com- 
plete Enjoyment of Him in the World of Immor- 
tality ! Such is the Blefſedneſs of the Man that 
lives under the Power of Divine Love=—-He dioelli in 
Gon, and Gon in Him! This is one of the moſt 
comprehenſive, ſublime, and aſtoniſhing Expreſſſons 
that was ever uttered in mortal Language! It con- 
tains all Heaven, all Light, and Life, Joy un- 
ſpeakable, and full of Glory in it! Any higher, 
any further than by, in our Idea of Happineſs, 
tis nen to go 
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Thus then if we would be wnifed to Gop—live in 
Friendſhip with all Mankind-—poffeſs the Peace of 
Gov in our own Hearts—and have theſe Bleſhngs 
all moſt effectually fecured to us attain the moſt 
finiſhed and amiable Character in the Sight of Gov, 
and Man, and poſſeſs the higheſt Happineſs our. 
Natures are capable of Let us Put on CHARITY. | 


For the ImeroveMenT of the Whole I would 
obſerve a few Things briefly. | 


- Firſt, We learn from hence, the very great Imper- 
tance of this CnArrty. recommended by the Apoſtle, 
and of our impreſſing our Minds wich it. 

There are two many, who make the higheſt 
Pretences to Religion, and talk and difpute about 
it with a deal of /noiſy Violence; who entertain a 
very ſlight Opinion of it, and tell us That they 
« don't like to hear ſo much about CHAR Ir 
<< That, it does more harm than good in Religion 
4 is deſtructive of Truth; The cold Water that 
<< extinguiſbes the Fire of Holy Zeal—and a ſure 

Sign of the Want of the Power of Godlineſs, 
% &c,”— Horrid Deluſion! But I would hope 
that ſome of them, at leaft, unwittingly miſtake the 
Matter, and confound the Idea of Cnartry, with 
that of a total Indifference to Religion itſelf :—Or, 
a-juft Moderation and Candour about the mere 
Modes of Faith and Worſhip, with an intire Neg- 
left of the true Spirit of both. However, the 
infinite Importance of this drvine Love, the Apoſtle 
recommends to us, is very apparent from what has 
been ſaid And the Goſpel is full of Language to 
the fame Purpoſe— Follow after Charity— Let all 


Things be done in Charity==Be an Example of Charity 
I Be 2 


) 

Above all Things have fervent Charity And much 
more to the ſame. Purpoſe under the Word Love— 
And why is all this ſaid upon this Subject, but to 
impreſs our Minds with the infinite Importance of 
it > Let us yield to the Impreſſion— T ill we do ſo, 
we ſhall never put it on in the Senſe of our Text, 
and as our Duty and Happineſs require But here 
let us remember, to put it on WHOLE AND INTIR Em— 
In all its Parts, with all its attendant Virtues— 
Such as Bozwels of Mercy, Kindneſs, Humbleneſs of 
Mind, Meekneſs, Long-ſuffering, forbearing one another, 
&c. with which the Apoſtle: introduces our Text, 
and which are, indeed, but ſo many Branches of 
CuABTrx itſelf, or different Modes of exerciſing 
it, and necefſary to ſupport. its Authority and In- 
fluence in the Chriſtian Life. And to this End it 
is no leſs. neceſſary to watch, and pray, and ſtrive 
with unremitting Care and Diligence, againſt 
Pride, Eni, Mralb, Fralouſies, and the like evil 
Diſ; poſitions, to which our fallen Nature is prone ; 
and to the Indulgence of which we ſhall meet with 
continual Provecations from the fame Diſpoſitions 
in others; but never can indulge without violat- 
ing the Laws of CxariTY,' and nn ſinning 

greatly. -againſt Goo. | 


Secondly, We ſce here why Bigots, of all Deno- 
minations, have ſo ſtrong and deep an Averſion to 
CARITV-IIt is the very reverſe of that Spirit of 
Bitterneſs that governs them; — And where ever it 
prevails is always the Ruin of their Party Cauſe, 
and the darling Peculiarities by which it is ſup- 
ported. There is nothing, therefore, they dread 
ſo much, amongſt their Adherents, as the Prevas 
lence of true Chriſtian Charity-— All the moſt vio- 
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lent and angry Contentions, with which they can 
be attacked, are nothing to it—They will be more 
than a Match for you at thoſe Weapons — But, put 
en this intire and perfect Charity, and you utterly 
confound them The Majeſty of Her Appearance 
puts them out of Countenance.— They may envy; 
and hate — but 1 are * 


Windy, We lee here the abſolute Neceſſity of 
Auching the Goſpel, and being perfetily acquainted with 
its Nature and Genius. It is for; the Want of this, 
that ſo many Profeſſors of Faith in it are ſo miſer- 
ably. defective in their Lovs. They may ſtudy it 
as Matter of Belief — be careful to adjuſt its literal 
| Senſe, demonſtrate. its divine Original, and digeſt 

its Doctrines as Subjects of Speculation, and all 
very well ſo far But while they overlook the bene 
volent Spirit and Defign of it, and have no Feeling 
of its Power, no Taſte for its pure and ſublime 
Delights, They are at beſt poor, dry, cold, un- 
animated Chriſtians; or, if they have any Zeal, it 
is all ſpent in angry Contentions about the Mades 
of Faith or Worſhip, inſtead of the Sub ſtauc— and 
therefore they know not how to love their Chriſtian 
Brother, who happens to think differently about 
thoſe Things. 
The Religion of Ixsus, as it lies in His divine 
Book, prop to be peculiarly a REeL1Gton. os 
Love—this is that Principle that runs through 
every Part of it, and diſtinguiſhes it from all 
others in the World Let us ſtudy it as ſuch— 
keep our Eye upon his Peculiarity in it, and make 
it our Concern to feel its power — Study it devo» 
tionally and practically, as well, as critically and doc. 
trinally—nor ever think we do, indeed, underſtand 
it, but as we find it inſpire us * ſapreme Love to 


Gop 
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Gov, delig de in 4 L that bear Flip Image, and 
unfeigned — Will to all Mankind, Without 
which all our Knowledge of the Gofpel will only 
ferve to puff up our Minds with : vain Concerts 
about our own Infallibility 5 and our Faith, be little 
more than Fuel to the Fire of blind — et] 


Fourthly. We ſee here why fo ms profeſſing 
Chriſtians are ſo unbappy in their own Minds — 
They are defective in their Love — They ſeek the 
Conſolations they want, in the Exercifes of Faith 
only, and complam of nothing ſo much as the 
Weakneſs of it— But pay little or no Regard to 
the Grace of Lovs — They have, it may be, much 
of this World's Good, bur fhnt up their Bewels of 
1 70 their Brother in Want; or at moſt give 


him only good Words, and fay, be ye worm and 


filled, Ke. Can it be thought that the Gop of 
Benevolence and Mercy, fhoutd dwell in Hearts 
fo baſe, ſo ſordid; and unfeeling as theirs * It 
cannot — They are marked out in his Word, as 
the very Wretches whom He abbors F Or if in this 
Reſpect they are guiltleſs, and profeſs a more liberal 
Spirit, and tenderer Feelings; yet, perhaps, they 

are ſout and moroſe, proud, impatient, wrathful, 
and prone to indulge the malevolent Paſſions; feel 


more Pleaſure im perſecuting than bing their Bro- 


ther — Can ſcarcely bear with any of his Miſtakes 
or Infirmities ; or forgive even an unintended In- 
jury. — If this be the Caſe, is it any Wonder, 
that Gov fthould fuffer them (ſuppoſing them 
fincere Chriftians) to be harraſſed and diſtreſſed 
with continual Darknefs, Doubts, and Fears about 
their Intereft in His Fro} There is no Vice, to 


| which the e Nature is liable, more contrary to 


the 
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the Genius of the Goſpel, and that bleſſed Spirit, the 
divine Comforter, promiſed in it, than this impla- 
cable, perſecuting, revengeful Temper wilfully 
indulged. The Conſolations of the Goſpel, and 


© the benevolent Spirit of it, go together Where 


the latter is wanting, there will be none of the 
former. — It is only perſe ft Love that cafteth out Fear ; 
He that feareth is not made perfect in Lovx. 1 Jobp. 
Ik therefore we with to enjoy the Favour and 
Friendſhip of Gop, in Life, and look forward to 
Death and an eternal World, with real Satisfaction 
and Pleaſure Let us motif our malevolent Affec- 
tions, and cultivate the Principles of Drvixz Lovg 
in our Hearts daily, witk all poſſible Attention. 

T6 conclude — Let us make it a Point with our 
Conſciences, my Chriſtian” Friends, on the One 
Hand, to guard againſt a cold Indifference in any 
of the Concerns of Religion, and a bigotted furious 
Zeal in their Support on the other — Both thefe 
Extremes are abominable in the Sight of Go. 
The Apoſtle's Rule is, to maintain the TXurk 2 
Love. Maintain every religious Truth, with 2 
Steadineſs and Warmth, becoming its Importance; 


and yet with that Candour and Liberality of Mind, 


which à juſt Senſe of the Imperfection of our 
Knowledge, and the Fallibility of our Judgment, 
will tend to infpire. This is the Way to attain to 2 
true Confiſtency of Character in the Chriſtian Pro- 
feſfion, and to have the Gop of Peace always with 
us, to direct our Hearts into His Love more and 
more, till we eome to the full and everlaſting 


TO” of it in a Ne 


END or THE: SERMON. 
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No. I. Copy of the Form of the Covenant of booed 
Fellowſhip, into which: the ſeveral Members of the 
 Proteflant Diſſenting Church at Oxford entered, on 

the 16th Day of November, 1780. 


7E, whoſe Names are hereunder written, 
. uſually aſſembling for Divine Worſhip at 
the Meeting-Houſe in St. Peter's le Bailey, in the 
City of Oxrok p, being Proieſton: Diſſenters from 
the Church of England, receiving the Books of the 
Old and New Teſtament as the Word of Gop, and 
the oxLx infallible external Rule of our religious 
Faith and Practice; having ſolemnly devoted our- 
ſelves, firſt to the Lord, and profeſſed. to each 
other, our Repentance towards Gop—Faith in the 
Lord Jesvs Curisr, and the Hope of eternal Life, 
through his atoning Blood, and ſanctifying Spirit, to 
our mutual Satisfaction, Do, hereby ſolemnly 
covenant and agree to receive one another, in the 
peculiar Fellowſhip, Form and Order of a'Cxvacn 
or JzsUs Cnaisr; mutually granting to each 
other, an equal Right and Title to, and Intereſt in 
all the Privileges and Emoluments of this our 
facred Confederation, and promifing conſcientiouſly 
to perform all the reſpective Duties thence ariſing ; 
and particularly, We promiſe and oblige ourſelves 
(nothing extraordinary preventing) to meet together 
at all appointed Seaſons, at His Table, in devout 
Remembrance of His Sufferings and Death; and 


on the Lozv's Day *, and (Providence permitting) 


The Diſſenters in general, to their great Honour, are ſtrict 
Obſervers of the Lord's Day. I fincerely wiſh it was as generally 
the Caſe with the profeſſed Members of the eſtabliſned Church 


On 
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on all other occaſional Opportunities, to attend the 
public Worſhip of Gop, in Prayers, and Praiſes, 
and hearing His Holy Word.—And alſo promiſe, 
to watch over, and admoniſh one another, as Oc- 
caſion requires, in the Spirit of Chriſtian Love, 
and Meeknefs, and to live together in Unity and 
Peace, ad the Fear of wes according” wo his 
Word, 
We alſo ner uni and n that we will, 
i far as we conſcientiouſly can, conſent to, and obey 
all ſuch Rules and Reſolutions of good Order and 
Diſcipline as the Majority of the Church mall 
agree upon, and regularly appoint, 
And whereas ſome of us do verily believe, that 
the Sprinkling- of the Infant Children of "believing 
Parents, in the Name of the FAarRER, the Sox, 
and the Hol v Srratr, is true Chriſtian Baptiſm:— 
And others of us do believe, that the true Chriſtian 
Baptiſm is that which is adminiſtred to the Adult, 
upon the Profeſſion of their Repentance, Faith, 
and Experience of the Grace of Gop, by Immer- 
fon, in the Names of the ſacred Three; —yet, 
notwithſtanding this Difference of Sentiment, We 
promiſe and agree to receive and treat one another 
with the ſame Chriſtian Affection and Love; and 
this (amongſt many other Reaſons) becauſe we can 
find no Warrant in the Word of Gop, to make 
ſuch Difference of Sentiment any Bar to Com- 
munion at the Lord's Table in particular, or to 
Church Fellowſhip in general; and becauſe, as the 
Lokp Ixsus receives and owns them on both Sides 
of the Queſtion, We think we ought to do ſo too. 
We alſo further declare, that We are willing to 
admit into our Church-Fellowſhip and Communion, 
all, who are deſirous of it, and are willing to give 
| | us 


( #2 ) 

us ſuch an Account of their Chriſtian Faith and 
Hopo as ſhall ſatisfy; us, that they are Partakers af 
the Saving Grace of Gop, and that their Conver- 
ſation in the World is ſuch, as becomes the Goſpel 
notwithſtanding any Difference of Opinion about 
the Subject and Mode of Baptiſm, [or other Non- 
eſſentials of Religion; & And alſo all ſuch as are 
recommended to us, from any of the Churches of 
different Denominations 1 in thoſe, Points, as fincere 
Chriſtians. in full Communion, wich them. WE, 
therefore, denominate ourſelves a PROTEST AST Carno- 
Lie Caurcu of CHRIST; defiring to live in 
Chriſtian Peace and Love with all Men, and to hold 
the Communion. of Saints w ith. all, Proteftaut Churches, 
and ſuch: as love the Lox. Jzavs 3 in Sncerity. Eads 

In Teſtimony of theſe Things, and in the Bin- 
'cerity. of gur Hearts, we have, in the Preſence of 
the ExxxxAL GoD, and of our Brethren in the Mi- 
niſtry, nom attending in our ſolemn Meeting for 
this N and ta aſſiſt us with their; Advice and 
Prayers, ſet our reſpective Names, this Sixteenth 
Day of November, in the Vear of Our Lord, One 
Wr Seven Hundred and Eighty... H | 


 Minifters Miele. hk Members Names. my 


— uu. As fore: FOR our „ Chrittian Friends, & 
the- Baptiſt Denomination, object to what is cont 
monly called, mixed" Conimuniou, that is, between 
Baptiſts and Pædobaptiſts at the Lord's Table, 
and Conſequently to all ſuch Plans as che above; 1 
intended to have hinted a few Things with the View 
of removing their Objections; but my very worthy 
and much eſteemed Friend, the Rev. R. Robinſon, 
.of Cambridge, having juſt now acquainted me that 


* * Clauſe was not inſerted, tho” intended in the Copy ſign'd. 
he 


( 23 ) 

he has ſent to the Preis, ſome Confiderationt ion 
this Subject, I refer my Readers to my Friends 
Pamphlet, which I ſuppoſe will be ſoon publiſhed, 
and i in which, I doubt not, they wilb find the Prac · 

tice of mixed. Communion fully vindicated (if they 
— without Prejudice, and vvith a Mind open to 
Conviction) and that they have been wrong in ſet- 
ting up their on fallibie private Judgment again} 
the Claims of their Pædobaptiſt Brother to Com · 
munion with them at the Table of their common 
Lord, to which, as a Believer in Carisr, anſwering 
in a good Conſcience to what He thinks true Bap- 
tiſm, He has an equally juſt Right with themſelves, 


No. III. Same, probably, will be offended be- 
cauſe We have not inſerted in the above Agreement 
more particular Doctrines of the Goſpel, and 
have left the Door ſo wide open — Whilſt others 
will blame us for the Contrary, and think we have 
been too particular, and narrow — They, on both 
Sides, are welcome to judge as ſeemeth good in 
their own Sight, ſo be they do it in Charity — rs 
We ſay is, That on the one Hand, we thou 
neceſſary (as it was the Judgment of the © 25 
to make in their Declaration, ſotme [Difference 
between a Ghriftian, and a Man merely. "this World, 

between Grace and Nature ; and therefore to point 
out, in a general Way, the Doctrines Wan 
ATowing Mx D1ator;/ and a SA TTV ING Syrnnf, 
as the two leading. Points in the Chriſtian Scheme 
of Religion — Let on the other Hand, we did not 
think it ſo neceſſary to go into a Detail of Particu- 
lars about the Modus of thoſe Truths, or the ſeveral 
Doctrines connected with them. The Members of 
the Church were united in all the Eſentials both of 


Faith 


(24 ) 
Faith and Worſhip ; and we thought that the only 
effectual and moſt likely Way to unite them in the 
Non-eſſentials, was to leave them in full Poſſeſſion of 
the Power of exercifing the ſacred Right of private 
Judgment amongſt themſelves, reſpecting thoſe 
Things, as Occaſion might require; remembering 
it is written, That He tubo, in theſe Things," ſerveth 
Cunisr, and the Intereſts of his Kingdom, is ac- 
ceptable to Gop, and approved of Man. 20 
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III. A Compendium of ſocial Religion; or the 
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O ſuch of our Baptiſt Friends as oppoſe Communion. at the 
Lord's Table with Pædobaptiſts, and who. may not happen 
5 nn rde a 


r my 1 ge upon the No- 
tion, that Baptiſm m of ab/olute and indiſpen/ible Neceſſity precede 
the Communion, at the Lord's Table, and chat this Order has the 
Sanction of Divine Appointment, equally with Baptiſm itſelf, 
For the Proof of this you refer us to 42 ii. 41. ch. xxii. 16, and 
the like, where Baptiſm is ſpoken of as following immediazely 
upon believing the Goſpel : But in none of theſe Texts is there 
any mention of the Lord's Supper, or of particular Church Fel- 
lowſhip, or any apparent Reference to either, — It is only ſaid 
they were added to the Church in general, or to the Number of 
the Diſciples, and that being ſo added, or becoming Believers, 
they were baptized In all thoſe Places Baptiſm is mentioned as 
intirely independent of the Lord's Supper, or Communion with 
any particular Church; and only as an outward Token of re- 
nouncing the Ways of Sin and the World, and all; other Rell. 
gions ; of profeſling Faith in the Death and Reſurrection of 
Chriſt, and ſolemn Devotion to his Service: And therefore to be 
ſubmitted to as Chriſtians in general, whether they had any Op; 
portunity of joining with any particular Church, or Commynion 
at the Lord's Table or nat. This — from the Caſe of the 

Ethiopian 


(39) 
Ethiopian Nobleman, the Apoſtle Paul, and others. And our 
Loxy himſelf, and his Diſciples were baptized independent of 
ſuch Views and Connections ; and the ſacred Supper itſelf was 
inſtituted before the Chriſtian Mode of Baptiſm. 


But you will ſtill ſay ** this Order ſeems to have been "pi 
1 che None Days p : wr fr-448 ſo, yet 
amount to an expreſs poſitive itution, or Law of Sas W. 
Baptiſm, as you ſo poſitively affirm. At the moſt it is but a mere 
| Hiſtorical Order, a Matter of Courſe, ariſing from the peculiar 
Circumſtances of che Times, and thoſe ſudden and extracrdingry 
Converſions from Judaiſm and Heatheniſm, that then took place ; 
and when it was, | therefore, particularly neceſſary that Baptiſm 
ſhould, as ſoon as poſſible, follow their Profeſſion of Faith; But 
as we are not now in the ſame Circumſtances, the Reaſons of 
that Condutft go not now ſubſiſt in the ſame Force. However, it 
js clear that this Order of the Priority of Baptiſm to the Supper, 
fo violently urged againſt us, is NOT a ſacred Appointment, ot 
preſ⸗ Law of Chriſt, And if ſo, I am ſure the Opinion an 
rates of the Univerſal Church ſo muck ind on, however 


hight reſpeltable, cannot make it ſuch. 2 ey 85 


ut, admitting, net ti cn irlathe ined wane and 
Fin and "therefore the be Order, that Baptiſm ſhould precede 
the Communion of che Supper, our Pzdobaptift Brother will tell 
us, that he agrees with us here intirely; and alſo fays 4 that Jie is 
nighely baptized," and therefore qualified for the Cpmmunioy of | 
the Supper,” and accordingly calls upon us to admit him to com- 
mane with us. You ſay, © by no Means ;—becaiſe, according 
«16 your Idea of Chriftian Baptiſm, he is not baptized—and that 
« to admit him would be to ſet aſide the facred Inſtitution of 
* Baptiſin; and make it a mere 'infignificent Cypher in Religion, 
* Kc. Ke. I anſwer, not in the leaſt—Even our Brbther here 
| admits the 7 Meno of Baptifm, though he miſtakes the Subjett 7 and 
liens. | Mode 
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Made of it; And 1, as well gs you, conſider it as the indiſpenſible 
Duty of every Believer in Chriſt to conform to our Idea of it, 
yhen convinced of it ; and am as ready to adminiſter it to all pro- 
pes Subjets, who dehre. it, 45 any of you can be. The gay 
Difference between ys is, you conliger our particular Idea of | 
as the Teft of 4 Right to the Lord's Supper ; 1 do not: And A 
this plain Regſon, hecquſe the Lord Ats Chrit has not mie ito. 
Qur Pzdobaptiſt Brother pleads, © That he believes that he is 
« .rjghtly baptiped—That if he is miſtaken, | it is an Error of his 
« Head, not of his Heart—That i it, dogs not affect any funda- 

«+ mental DoBrine of the Gaſpel—That it relates ovly to a pok- 
<< tive Inſtiturion-—Dges not affeQ the laſtitution u/etf, which he 
«+ reveres, hut only the Subje@t end Mode of it—That be conſiders 

«« himſelf ap rally devoted to Cunz57 as we do, and feels in his 
*« Conſcience the ſame Obligations to Holineſs of Life, which are 
« the Eſſentials of Baptiſm ; and, therefore, defires to remember 


E, his WW IE Appointment,” 


Nen, a+ ſome! Bae maſt. veceſluily be tolerates), in eyery 
Chritian Society, while the preſent Darkneſs remains, the Queſ- 


hen is; in 4% Ope gf them? Certainly. For we read not in 


our Bibles Let no Padobaptiſt commune with von at the Lord's 


Table, or any Thing like it V will fay, © How ſhould we, 


© {ering there were no Pædobaptiſts when the New Teſtament was 
2 Written * Bur dig. not Canisr fareſee that there would be 
ſach, in future Ages. even amongſt his ſincere Diſciples ? And yet 
he has given us no Command to exclude them our Communion ; 
which, if the Matter were of ſuch infinite Importance as you tell 
* one would naturally expect. But you will farther ſay— 
« Where has he commanded us to admit them?“ -I anſwer— 
Where he fays, Let b, Things be done in Charity— Forbear one 
another in Love Him that is weak in Faith receive ye, &c. &C.. 

You'll tell me—** But here is no mention of Pzdobaptiſts'— 
True—But here we are taught to bear with (that is tolerate) the 
Errors 
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| derbe our eee Cie, <A which do not aG 

* che Edlentials of Chriſtianity z us Pudohapttm moſt tertdnly does 

| A not, They are general Rules, left for u us to apply” to particular 
| | F | Caſes, as they, might happen to ariſe? Abd We dure not, in the 
1 Face. cf ſuch Injundidns, relaſe bur Pædcbapein Brother Com- 
Cit. nion with us at the ſacred Table of our Common Lord. You wilt | 

| 4 ſay, ! ++ Then ſhould one, ſprinkled i in his Tafancy, "be convinced 


70 | that he was wrong, "and x we right i in the Idea of apm, yet he 
Lo might © commune null at the Lord's Table, anf” neglect what he 
« believed true Bapriſin,” T anſwer ; if he verily Believes in his 
2 e, after due Confideration, that his earn; 
| llity, and chat the other Mode is the Only" true Baptiſm ; 

1 , He ought to ſubmit to it, as an" Inſtitution" of Chiltsr; and in 
| Obedience to bim, whether be ines f 9 neceflaty "ts lie Commu⸗ 
nion at the Lord's Table or übe. oha amet 505 se 


4 $658 107379 45 bos s tut Dent a to alu df 17 * 
1 wt only add, that” when we make! our particular: Oy” 

the Subje&,and Mode of Baptiſm, The Teſt of a Right to Com- 

munion at the Lord's Table, "We go but of the Line of bur Duty, 

| and medglle in a Matter that concerns our Brother's Conſcience, 5 
owr on. 1 Cor. x. 29. We babe a Rule given by th judge'of His 
moral Qualification—3 their Fruits ye ſhall know them : but, in 
the Caſe before us, we kae of fuch Rule. The Ogekiba, whe: 
1H | ther a "Padobaptift fhould i IT'S with us in the' Lord's Supper, 
| is left undecided for the e e or Clit, ad a Mater 
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